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BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

 The First Large Municipally Funded Publicly Library in the US & The First to Lend Books.

 Chartered in 1848

 The Third Largest Library Collection in the US, at c. 23m objects

 A Founding Member of the Association of Research Libraries

 An Original Partner to the Internet Archive and Early host of an IA scanning center

 Leader in Early US Library Digitization Efforts

 Serves the population of the City of Boston 

 Serves as the Library for the Commonwealth, a Massachusetts Statewide program

 Federal Depository Library 
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AGENDA

 The Published Book

 The Journaled Article 

Data Sets

 The Future of Libraries, is at least partially linked to the Book, 
and the nature of lending – an existential matter?

 EBook & other eContent

 Published in Physical Form, But to be lent digitally? 
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OPENING PREMISES/QUESTIONS

 What is the Book in the Twenty First Century? 
 The Importance of Reading 
 Libraries as Trusted Institutions
 How is Borrowing Doing?
 The Digital Revolution
 New forms of Lending & Borrowing
 Shared Interests / Shared Agenda ?

— Readers, Authors, Publishers, Libraries, Distributors & Platforms 
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BPL BY THE NUMBERS (2018)
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BPL BY THE NUMBERS (2020)
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BPL TRENDS – PHYSICAL/DIGITAL 
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BPL & DIGITAL LENDING FUTURE 

 EBook & Audio Book Demand

Digital Content Overall

 Case Studies in CDL:
—The Great 78s Project – limited access to clips

—Houghton Mifflin Partnership – with publisher consent

—Mark Judge Wasted Example – with rights holder consent

—Yearbook Digitization – a way of controlling access?
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INTERNET ARCHIVE PARTNERSHIP –
PUBLIC DOMAIN / OPEN LIBRARY…
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INTERNET ARCHIVE OPEN LIBRARY
- PARTNERSHIP
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CONTROLLED DIGITAL LENDING

 Access To The Physical Book,  Digitized

 Lending – Limited Period, Defined Borrower, Per Copy

Digitally Lent

 Controlled/Secure – DRM (Digital Rights Management) 
Platform

 The test of ‘commercial viability’ in the US context….
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LINKS

www.bpl.org

www.digitalcommonwealth.org

 archive.org

 openlibrary.org

http://www.bpl.org/
http://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.openlibrary.org/
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