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WHAT IS RIGHTS
RETENTION?

Authors retaining copyright over a scholarly
publication instead of granting full rights
or signing an exclusive publishing license

to a publisher.

WHAT IS A SECONDARY
PUBLISHING RIGHT?

A right granted to an author
of a scholarly work to republish

it after its first publication. 

A reform of existing national laws.
Adoption of new legislation at the
national and/or European level.

Check out the #RetainYourRights webpage: https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RR & SPR

Secondary Publishing Rights enable public
access to publications.

Rights Retention can grant reuse of the
scholarly publications.

A funder Rights Retention policy
(as a prior obligation).

RIGHTS RETENTION & SECONDARY PUBLISHING RIGHTS

It can be introduced as: It can be introduced through:

An institutional Rights Retention policy.

mailto:copyright@sparceurope.org
https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/
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ACCELERATE THE
UPTAKE OF IMMEDIATE

OPEN ACCESS
These policies allow immediate

open access publication in a repository.

ENSURE ACCESS TO
RESEARCH OUTPUTS

These policies enable institutions
to preserve and grant open access to their
scholarly production without restrictions.

Check out the #RetainYourRights webpage: https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/

THE BENEFITS

WHY SHOULD INSTITUTIONS ADOPT RIGHTS RETENTION POLICIES?

MEET RESEARCH
FUNDER REQUIREMENTS

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
AND SUPPORT

Provides a legal institutional framework
supporting researchers to publish

without a full rights transfer.

Provides a tool for researchers
to meet funders' requirements

for immediate open access.

mailto:copyright@sparceurope.org
https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/
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POLICY
SCOPE

Stand alone or part of
a broader Open Access,
Publishing or Copyright

policy. 

NATURE OF
THE POLICY

Policies that establish a right
for institutions or authors;

institutional mandates
or recommendations.

Opt in or opt out options.

Check out the #RetainYourRights webpage: https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/

WHAT SHOULD A RIGHTS RETENTION POLICY INCLUDE?

THOSE
COVERED

Can cover faculty members
only, or extend to non-faculty

members, including
postgraduates. Policies may
distinguish between research
and non-research faculties.

OPEN
LICENSING

Ensuring immediate
open access by requiring

a specific licence, like CC BY,
or allowing the use of
several CC licences.

CONTENT
COVERED

Academic journal articles,
other scientific publications. 

OUTCOME OF
THE POLICY

Immediate open access
through the Author Accepted

Manuscript or the Version
of Record.

mailto:copyright@sparceurope.org
https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/
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ADVOCATE

Raise awareness among researchers and
institutional leaders about their rights by:

DEVELOP POLICY
FRAMEWORKS

Guide institutions in crafting and
implementing rights retention policies,

align with funder mandates and
global Open Access initiatives.

Check out the #RetainYourRights webpage: https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/

THE ROLE OF LIBRARIES IN RIGHTS RETENTION POLICIES

GUIDE
RESEARCHERS

SUPPORT OPEN
ACCESS COMPLIANCE

Ensure open access to research outputs
with retained rights, maintain repositories
for self-archiving, and track institutional
compliance with open access mandates.

Provide resources, templates,
and negotiation support for researchers

on publishing contracts and rights retention.

offering workshops and support; and,
showcasing the added value through
evidence and best practices.

mailto:copyright@sparceurope.org
https://www.knowledgerights21.org/retainyourrights/

