
Research libraries in a zero embargo 
environment: preparing for agency policies 
under the Nelson Memo

Judy Ruttenberg
Senior Director of Scholarship and Policy 

November 14, 2023



Free, Immediate, Equitable

Without an embargo on 
their free and public 
releas e

Augus t 25, 2022



All funding agency plans need to be completed 
and submitted to OSTP by December 31, 
2024, with an effective date of no later than 
December 2025. 



Res earch libraries

(1)engage with funders  as  they develop policies  for their 
grantees

(2)work with s takeholders  within their ins titutions  (and 
res earch enterpris e) to prepare for implementation

(3)take s teps  to realize the full benefit of free, immediate, 
and equitable acces s  to funded res earch.



The … guidance is s ued by OSTP does  not make any 
attempt to define, change, modify, or otherwis e 
addres s  US copyright law.

… Requiring res earchers  and their ins titutions  to 
make work available as  a condition for receiving 
federal funding concerns  contract law, and is  
cons is tent with US  copyright law. 



Engaging with Funders



ARL recommends  that agencies  provide rights -
retention language (for inves tigators  to us e upon 
s ubmis s ion of manus cripts  to journals ) that 
encourages  authors  to retain their copyrights  and 
as s ign a Creative Commons  Attribution (CC BY) or 
s imilar licens e to their work in order to enable full 
reus e rights .



● Acces s ibility for people with print dis abilities
● Adminis trative burden
● Rights  Retention
● Monitoring cos ts
● Pers is tent Identifiers
● Ins titutional Repos itories

Recommendations  for agency plans



ARL recommends :

● Surveying res earchers /ins titutions  at clos eout for 
additional information on publication cos ts

● Monitoring publication trends  acros s  formats
● Reviewing publication cos ts  of journal titles  that 

[agency] res earchers  publis h in

Monitoring Cos ts



Pers is tent Identifiers

DOI ORCID ROR



Ins titutional Repos itories

Allow res earchers  to depos it public-acces s  vers ions  of their 
manus cripts  in ins titutional repos itories . Much like federal 
repos itories , ins titutional repos itories , and in particular 
thos e s upported by res earch libraries , have made s ignificant 
commitments  and inves tments  in making acces s ible and 
pres erving the intellectual outputs  of their ins titutions . 



Working with ins titutional s takeholders



Open dis s emination of res earch is  part of 
the cos t of doing res earch



● Connecting s ocieties  with univers ity pres s es
● Encouraging models  like Subs cribe to Open
● Inves ting in Diamond or no-fee publications
● Repos itories  and repos itory networks

Taking s teps  to realize the memo’s  potential



www.arl.org/reports



US Member Expenditures  on Services , Collections , Staff, and 
Infras tructure in Support of Open Scholars hip (2022)



Author’s  Alliance @  authors alliance.org



Know 
Your 
Copyright
s

knowyourcopyrights .org



Thank you!

judy@ arl.org
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