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Key Findings

Uptake of rights retention (RR) policies in institutions is spreading rapidly after a slow start.

Adoption is accelerating: Institutions are motivated by the two-fold goal of
(1) supporting their researchers, especially those who are unfunded, and (2) simplifying
the complexities of publishing agreements.

Factors impacting implementation: Policies differ notably on whether they are
mandatory or advisory, and whether they include opt-out mechanisms. External factors
also matter, such as whether the broader legislative context provides a straightforward
basis for RR.

Publisher resistance: Publishers’ responses are a key challenge, with either
non-engagement or efforts to impose more restrictive licences on published works.

Key Recommendations

I

nstitutional policymakers should:
Embed RR principles into their policies and enable immediate access and reuse of their
research outputs.
Seek and share legal guidance to align policies with local laws, engage researchers
through consultation and training, and provide clear support for compliance.
Collaborate with peer institutions and showcase successful practices to build awareness.

Funders and legislators should:

Design laws that enable rights retention and promote shared frameworks for RR.
Support institutions in policy development, highlight good practices, and maintain
dialogue with publishers to encourage reforms in copyright transfer and open licensing.
Explore potential to harmonise these principles and practices across jurisdictions to
facilitate uptake and collaboration.

Publishers should:

Enable authors and institutions to retain sufficient rights for immediate Open Access,
allowing Author Accepted Manuscripts to be made openly available by default.
Communicate copyright and licensing terms, replace exclusive licenses with
non-exclusive ones, and eliminate embargoes on self-archiving.

Standardise use of CC BY and engage constructively with institutions and funders.

Background

This study, conducted by SPARC Europe in 2021-2022, examines institutional RR policies. These
seek to ensure the retention of sufficient rights to enable research works to be made immediately
openly accessible and reusable. The research included a survey of 150 European institutions,
focus groups, interviews, and desk-based research.

A significant driver of movement in this space has been the introduction of the cOAlition S Rights
Retention policy in 2021 and the subsequent adoption of institutional RR policies by universities
such as the University of Edinburgh and UiT The Arctic University of Norway.

Read further: Labastida i Juan, I., Melins¢ak Zlodi, I., Proudman, V., & Treadway, J. (2023).
Openmg Knowledge Retaining nghts and Open Licensing in Europe Zenodo

—euroge 2023/


https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/opening-knowledge-retaining-rights-and-open-licensing-in-europe-2023/
https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/opening-knowledge-retaining-rights-and-open-licensing-in-europe-2023/

	Key Findings 
	Key Recommendations 
	Background 

