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Key Findings 

●​ The direction is clear: Momentum continues toward rights retention (RR) as a 
facilitator of Open Access (OA), even in challenging legal environments. 

●​ No single model fits all: Multiple pathways exist for adopting RR policies, reflecting 
different legal contexts. No single model will therefore apply everywhere. 

●​ Institutional action matters most: Favourable legislation, such as Secondary 
Publication Rights (SPR), can play an important role, but institutions play the key role in 
RR policies. 

●​ Approaches vary by country: 
○​ Finland and Italy are fostering collaborative efforts, focusing on education to advance 

institutional policies despite the hurdles of legal reform. 
○​ France and the Netherlands introduced SPR, and institutions are now raising 

awareness. A coherent institutional policy response is emerging to ensure the full 
benefits can be realised. 

○​ Bulgaria has a new advanced SPR, but needs to focus on institutional policy change. 
○​ Ireland and Slovenia are adopting a holistic strategy, combining institutional policy 

adoption with legal reform discussions. 
○​ Serbia is considering legislative reform to support long-standing RR discussions. 

Key Recommendations 

●​ Map the landscape: Reflect on the legal and institutional factors at play, and who 
needs to be involved to make policies effective. 

●​ Prioritise progress over perfection: Recognise that incremental changes can yield 
meaningful results. 

●​ Build alliances: Connect with interested parties across institutions and sectors. 
●​ Seek legal advice: Rely on legal expertise to navigate risks and optimise policy design. 

Background 

RR policy development within institutions, coupled with a clear commitment to supporting 
researchers in exercising their rights, can make a major contribution towards greater OA. Project 
Retain’s second phase marks a significant step forward in understanding similarities and 
differences in how institutional RR approaches are evolving across Europe, and the successes and 
challenges they have met. 

Building on the insights from Opening Knowledge: Retaining Rights and Licensing in Europe 2023, 
this latest report provides case studies from ten European countries: Bulgaria, Finland, France, 
Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Serbia, Slovenia, and the UK. 

The report supports research leaders and others considering adopting an institutional RR policy, 
regardless of their role or location. By drawing on a variety of real-world case studies, it offers 
insight into how policies are being developed and implemented, how researchers and other 
stakeholders are receiving them, and the benefits that have emerged so far. 

Read further: Treadway, J., Labastida, I., Melinščak Zlodi, I., & Proudman, V. (2025). Building 
bridges to Open Access. Paths to Institutional Rights Retention in Europe 2024. Zenodo.​
https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/building-bridges-to-open-access/  
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