
 

 
 

Key Findings 
●​ Growing adoption: A range of European countries1 have introduced Secondary 

Publication Rights (SPRs) to allow for publicly funded research outputs to be released via 
repositories in parallel with their publication in traditional journals. 

●​ Fragmentation persists: Rules differ around embargo periods, the version to be 
deposited, and opt-out possibilities. National laws are also often vague, which creates 
confusion. Inconsistencies between national provisions complicate collaborations. 

●​ Differing legal framing: While some countries have introduced SPR in the context of 
copyright law, elsewhere it is seen as part of research law. In no cases is it treated as a 
copyright exception, but rather as a way to strengthen researchers’ position vis-à-vis 
publishers. 

Key Recommendations 

●​ Take EU-level action: As a priority, act to introduce a European-level SPR, given the 
benefits that harmonisation will bring. 

●​ Set an ambitious baseline: In national laws, ensure a clear, broad scope to maximise 
impact. Avoid embargo periods and possibilities to waive SPRs by contract. 

●​ Enable reuse through open licensing: Include clear provisions on open licensing to 
enable reuse, and ensure that research assessment practices reward Green Open Access 
(OA). 

●​ Prioritise researcher support: Develop user-oriented services that minimise the effort 
required of researchers, and invest in services and tools to effectively monitor SPR 
compliance and impact. 

●​ Clarify rights ownership: Resolve rights uncertainties between researchers and 
institutions so that SPR can cover all types of scholarly work and disciplines. 

Background 

This KR21 study, conducted by LIBER, analyses the implementation of SPR, a key legislative tool 
designed to challenge contractual barriers and promote Green OA for publicly funded research. 

It offers a particularly useful tool in situations where Gold OA is impossible or unsustainable, and 
for researchers who do not benefit from adequate institutional resourcing. It complements other 
approaches towards achieving 100% OA. 

Nonetheless, it remains a relatively new concept, held back by insufficient focus and stakeholder 
input. Effective deployment is challenged by limited follow-up within institutions, inadequate 
monitoring and a critical lack of legal and OA expertise. 

Publishers also show resistance due to concerns about financial viability; however, these claims 
are often asserted without evidence and have yet to be objectively proven. 

Read further: Tsakonas, G., Zoutsou, K., & Perivolari, M. (2023). Secondary Publishing Rights in 
Europe: Status, Challenges & Opportunities. Zenodo.​
https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/secondary-publishing-rights-in-europe-status-challenges-o
pportunities/ 

  

1 At the time of writing of the report, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands and Spain. Since 
then, Bulgaria and Slovenia have also passed such rules, and Spain law changed. 

Secondary Publishing Rights in Europe: 
Status, Challenges & Opportunities 

 

https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/secondary-publishing-rights-in-europe-status-challenges-opportunities/
https://knowledgerights21.org/reports/secondary-publishing-rights-in-europe-status-challenges-opportunities/

	Key Findings 
	Key Recommendations 
	Background 

