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Part 1: Plan S: a coordinated strategy to delivering full and 
immediate OA

Part 2: Rights Retention Strategy (RRS): a practical approach to 
OA, in the absence of Secondary Publishing Rights legislation 

Part 3: Implementation of RRS strategies: challenges and 
opportunities

Part 4: Conclusions and takeaways



cOAlition S 3

Part 1: Plan S
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Plan S: a corodinated approach to OA

• Plan S represents the first time when research funders/performing 
organisations have come together with a single goal around OA: 
to make full and immediate OA a reality

• We work closely with institutions to support the transition to OA 
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Part 2: RRS



Plan S: three routes to compliance
Route 1

Open Access 
venues

▪ Authors publish in 
Open Access 
journal or platform 
indexed by 
Directory of Open 
Access Journals 
(DOAJ)

▪ cOAlition S funders 
financially support 
publication fees for 
author

Route 2
Subscription 

journals
▪ Authors publishing  

in a subscription 
journal must make 
the Version of 
Record or Author 
Accepted 
Manuscript 
available in a 
repository (no 
embargo)

▪ *NOT* financially 
supported by 
cOAlition S funders 

Route 3 
Journals under a 

transformative 
arrangement

▪ Authors publish 
in a journal with 
a Transformative 
Arrangement.

▪ cOAlition S 
funders *CAN* 
financially 
support 
Transformative 
Arrangements

This presentation will focus on Route 2
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Making the AAM Open Access via the  Rights 
Retention Strategy (RRS): key principles

• The peer-reviewed, Author Accepted manuscript (AAM), is the intellectual 
creation of the authors and belongs to them.

• To assert ownership, the author – as the original copyright holder – applies a 
CC BY licence to the AAM arising from their submission and notifies publisher 
of this prior licence

• Publication services should be paid for, but not with ownership of the AAM.

“This research was funded in whole, or in part, by the [Funder 
name][Grant number]. For the purpose of open access, the 
author has applied a CC BY public copyright licence to any 
Author Accepted Manuscript version arising from this 
submission.”
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Part 3: Implementation
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Funders adding RR language to their grant 
conditions

https://cms.wellc
ome.org/sites/def
ault/files/2022-
05/grant-
conditions-UK-
and-overseas.pdf 

https://www.ukri.org/p
ublications/ukri-open-
access-policy/uk-
research-and-
innovation-open-
access-policy/

https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://cms.wellcome.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/grant-conditions-UK-and-overseas.pdf
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/uk-research-and-innovation-open-access-policy/
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Many universities adopting Institutional Rights 
Retention Policies (IRRPs)

https://sje30.github.io/rrs/rrs.html

https://sje30.github.io/rrs/rrs.html
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IRRPs: with legal support

https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/openscholarship/20
22/10/14/rights-retention-policy-an-update-after-9-
months/

https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/openscholarship/2022/10/14/rights-retention-policy-an-update-after-9-months/
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/openscholarship/2022/10/14/rights-retention-policy-an-update-after-9-months/
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/openscholarship/2022/10/14/rights-retention-policy-an-update-after-9-months/
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RR has received broad support from government…
• UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science ( November 2021)

“Any transfer or licensing of copyrights to third parties should not restrict the 
public’s right to immediate open access to a scientific publication.” 

• G6 Statement on Open Science, December 2021: 
“We are committed to support our researchers to retain sufficient rights to publish 
their scholarly articles and monographs openly and we encourage them to publish 
their results (i.e. final version and/or manuscript) under an open license, 
preferably the Creative Commons Attribution License”

• European Council Conclusions on Research Assessment and Implementation 
(June 2022)
“CONSIDERS that the authors of research publications or their institutions should 
retain sufficient intellectual rights to ensure open access”

https://en.unesco.org/science-sustainable-future/open-science/recommendation
https://www.cnrs.fr/sites/default/files/download-file/G6%20statement%20on%20Open%20Science.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/56958/st10126-en22.pdf


1. Using contract law  to enforce embargoes/non-compliant 
licences

1. Using online workflows to force authors publishing in a 
subscription journal to agree to pay an APC at the point of 
submission.
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Publishers’ tactics to undermine RRS (1 of 2)



3. Requiring researchers to remove RR language before article is published
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Publishers’ tactics to undermine RR (2 of 2)

https://unlockingresearch-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=3361

https://www.researchprofessional.com/

https://unlockingresearch-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=3361
https://www.researchprofessional.com/


May 2021

...but RRS is becoming mainstream….  
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...with many examples of it working in practice

https://journals.aai.org/jimmunol/article-abstract/210/5/668/237710

https://europepmc.org/article/MED/36695776#free-full-text

https://journals.aai.org/jimmunol/article-abstract/210/5/668/237710
https://europepmc.org/article/MED/36695776#free-full-text
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Part 4: Conclusions
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RR and SPR: conclusions
• RRS is a practical mechanism cOAlition S developed to ensure researchers 

always had a means by which they could comply with funder policies.

• In terms of copyright, the prior notice of a licence is sufficient to assert 
copyright.

• In terms of contract law, cOAlition S believes that (at least in some jurisdictions) 
a publisher who tries to impose a new contract on an author – which requires 
them to breach an exisiting contract (with their funder) – could be challenged 
under the tortious interference of contract tort.

• Of course, RR would be unnecessary if Secondary Publishing Rights (with zero 
embargo and re-use rights) was legislated for.  
• In the absence of this however, RRS still has a role to play in delivering full and 

immediate OA


